PRESS RELEASE





      FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HERITAGE TOURISM WORKSHOP IN WEBSTER SPRINGS

Who are heritage tourists?  How do we attract them and encourage them to stay and spend money?  Businesses and attractions can learn answers to these questions in an upcoming Heritage Tourism Development Workshop to be held in Webster Springs, Tuesday June 10.

Dr. Susan Martin-Williams, Assistant Professor of Tourism from Concord University, will be the lead presenter. Dr. Williams will share techniques of developing heritage attractions for tourists based on her specialization in cultural and heritage tourism and research about heritage areas around the country. She will be assisted by Phyllis Baxter, Executive Director of Appalachian Forest Heritage Area (AFHA).

The workshop will include interactive discussion of heritage tourism development efforts for Webster and Nicholas Counties. Local business owners, visitor sites, and community development groups are encouraged to attend and participate. Interested parties from other counties are also welcome to attend and share in discussion of regional efforts.

“Come learn what you can do to appeal to this lucrative tourism market, without spending a bundle to do it,” invites Tina Ralston, who helped organize this workshop as a part of her VISTA service with AFHA. Ms. Ralston has been meeting business owners and community members in the area over the year of her service. She continues “Folks here are so friendly, and heritage tourists will value and appreciate that welcome. This workshop will help us figure out some practical ways we can use our assets to attract tourist dollars.”
The June 10 workshop will be held from 10:30 am to 3 pm, at the Webster County Work Force Office, 139 Baker Street, in Webster Springs. The workshop is free and lunch will be provided, but pre-registration is requested. 

The workshop is presented by Appalachian Forest Heritage Area as a part of a heritage tourism business development project. The project, funded in part by the Preservation Alliance of West 
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Virginia Cultural Heritage Development Program, is developing a Webster Springs – Richwood – Cranberry Flats driving tour brochure, as well as providing business development assistance to sites along the route. The Webster County Economic Development Authority is helping to host the workshop. 
To pre-register, please call 304-847-2145, email wcda@websterwv.com, or mail or drop off your contact information to Webster County Economic Development Authority, 139 Baker St, Webster Springs, WV 26288.
Appalachian Forest Heritage Area is a regional, grass-roots initiative in West Virginia and western Maryland working to explore forest heritage -- the relationship between the forest and the people who live within it. The Appalachian Forest Heritage Area celebrates the central Appalachian forest -- its history, culture, natural history, forest management and products – and encourages heritage tourism and public education for community benefit. To learn more see www.appalachianforest.us, or call 304-636-6182. 
The West Virginia Cultural Heritage Development Program is a collaborative initiative of the Preservation Alliance of West Virginia working with Main Street West Virginia and numerous other partners to support Cultural Heritage Tourism Development across the state. This project is funded by a business development minigrant made possible by the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation. 
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